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International Fund for Cultural Diversity 

Investing in creativity. Transforming societies 
 

Explanatory Note 
Fourth Call for Funding Requests 

 
 
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) launches a fourth 
call for applications for funding requests to the International Fund for Cultural Diversity (hereinafter 
“IFCD”). 
 
 
CONTEXT  
 
On 20th October 2005, the 33rd session of the UNESCO General Conference adopted the Convention 
on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions. The Convention entered into 
force in 2007. As of 20 March 2013, 126 Parties had ratified the Convention: 125 States and 1 regional 
economic integration organization (the European Union).  
 
The Convention is a legally-binding international instrument whose objective is to ensure that 
artists, cultural professionals, practitioners and citizens worldwide can create, produce, distribute 
and enjoy a broad range of cultural goods, services and activities, including their own. 
 
Through this Convention, the Parties agreed to uphold principles of equitable access, openness 
and balance at the international level while affirming their right and responsibility to develop 
policies and measures at the country level that are required to develop viable and dynamic cultural 
sectors. This is to be achieved through the introduction of legal, financial and policy frameworks, 
the strengthening of professional capacities of entrepreneurs working in the cultural and creative 
industries and the reinforcement of organizational structures that have a direct effect on the 
different stages of the value chain from creation to production, distribution and access to diverse 
sources of cultural expressions. It also calls upon governments to introduce policies and measures 
encouraging creativity, providing opportunities for artists and creators to have access to markets 
while ensuring that their products are also available to a wide audience.  
 
The Convention recognizes the contribution of cultural industries to economic and social 
development of a country, promotes the integration of culture in sustainable development policies 
and encourages international cooperation to facilitate the mobility of artists and exchanges of 
cultural goods and services, especially from the Global South. 
 
Article 18 of the Convention provides for the creation of a voluntary multi-donor International Fund for 
Cultural Diversity as a means to support the implementation of the Convention.  
 
 
OBJECTIVES AND PRIORITIES 
 
Applications for funding requests to the IFCD should demonstrate how the proposed activities aim 
to foster the emergence of a dynamic cultural sector at the national and/or local level, primarily 
through the introduction of new cultural policies and cultural industries, or strengthening existing 
ones.  
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The IFCD is notably used to promote South-South and North-South-South cooperation, while 
contributing to achieving concrete and sustainable results as well as structural impacts, where 
appropriate, in the cultural field. 
 
For this fourth call for funding requests, special attention is given to projects aiming at capacity 
building for cultural policies, understood as those policies that are designed to have a direct effect 
on the creation, production, dissemination, distribution of and access to cultural activities, goods 
and services. 
 
1. Projects 
For the purpose of the IFCD, eligible projects are activities that have been elaborated and are ready to 
be implemented. The IFCD will support those that are designed to: 

• facilitate the introduction of cultural policies that protect and promote the diversity of 
cultural expressions and, where appropriate, strengthen the corresponding institutional 
infrastructure1 or provide capacity-building opportunities, 

• strengthen existing cultural industries, 

• foster the emergence of new cultural industries. 
 
The maximum amount that can be requested from the IFCD for projects is US$100,000. 
 
2. Preparatory assistance activities 
Preparatory assistance consists of activities that enable project elaboration, but not 
implementation. It can: 

• help to identify the special needs of developing countries that are Parties to the Convention; 
or 

• assist them when preparing their requests for funding.  
 
Preparatory assistance activities may include, for example, engaging in stakeholder consultations, 
undertaking a mapping exercise, research study and/or situational analysis, and should result in a 
comprehensive project proposal. 
 
Only Parties are eligible to apply for preparatory assistance, and the maximum amount that can be 
requested from the IFCD for such assistance is US$10,000. 
 
3. Ineligible activities 
Ineligible funding requests are those that: 

• aim to offset a deficit, repay a debt or pay interest, or 

• relate solely to the production of cultural expressions, or 

• concern physical construction/restoration. 
 
Requests for projects related to the production of cultural and artistic works and events can be 
directed to the International Fund for the Promotion of Culture. Requests for projects related to 
safeguarding intangible cultural heritage should be made to the Fund for the Safeguarding of the 

                                                 
1 For the purpose of the IFCD, institutional infrastructure should NOT be interpreted as physical construction or 
restoration but rather as management, human resources, etc. 

http://www.unesco.org/culture/en/ifpc
http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/index.php?lg=en&pg=00013
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Intangible Cultural Heritage. Requests regarding tangible cultural heritage (e.g. World Heritage 
sites) should be addressed to the World Heritage Fund. 
 
 
WHO CAN APPLY? 
 
The beneficiaries of the IFCD are the following:  

• all developing countries that are Parties to the Convention. A full list is available here: 
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CLT/pdf/Conv2005_IFCD_Elegible
_Parties_EN.pdf);  

• all Parties to the Convention that have determined the existence of special situations on 
their territory in conformity with Articles 8 and 17 of the Convention and related operational 
guidelines;  

• non-governmental organizations coming from developing countries that are Parties to the 
Convention, which meet the definition of civil society and criteria regulating admission of its 
representatives at meetings of organs of the Convention as mentioned in the operational 
guidelines relating to the role and participation of civil society2; 

• international non-governmental organizations, which meet the definition of civil society and 
criteria regulating admission of its representatives at meetings of organs of the Convention 
as mentioned in the operational guidelines relating to the role and participation of civil 
society, and which present projects with impact at the sub-regional, regional or inter-
regional level; 

• representatives of vulnerable groups and other social groups identified in Article 7 of the 
2005 Convention (i.e. women and other social groups, including persons belonging to 
minorities and indigenous peoples) from developing countries that are Parties to the 
Convention.  

 
Equitable geographic distribution of the resources of the IFCD is to be ensured to the extent 
possible. 
 
 
HOW TO APPLY? 
 
Parties and non-governmental organizations (NGOs): 

1. Consult your National Commission for UNESCO for the submission deadline at the national 
level.  

2. Download the relevant Application Form (depending on the type of funding request, the 
applicant may choose the Application Form for projects or the one for preparatory 
assistance) on the IFCD website (http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/cultural-
diversity/diversity-of-cultural-expressions/how-to-apply/). If you experience difficulty 
downloading this file, please contact the UNESCO Secretariat; 

3. Consult the Annotated Guide to help you prepare a successful application: 
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CLT/pdf/Conv2005_IFCD_Annotate
d_Guide_EN.pdf  

4. Fill out the application either in English OR French, the two working languages of the IFCD; 
5. Sign and date the application; 

                                                 
2  For the purpose of this Convention, civil society means non-governmental organizations, nonprofit organizations, 
professionals in the culture sector and associated sectors, groups that support the work of artists and cultural communities. 
Criteria identified in the Operational Guidelines on civil society are: civil society have interests and activities in one or more 
fields covered by the Convention; they have a legal status in compliance with the established rules of the jurisdiction in the 
country of registration; they are representative of their respective field of activity, or of the respective social or professional 
groups they represent. 
 

http://whc.unesco.org/en/funding/
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CLT/pdf/Conv2005_IFCD_Elegible_Parties_EN.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CLT/pdf/Conv2005_IFCD_Elegible_Parties_EN.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/ncp/index.php?lc=E&region=1&module=national_commissions&showall=1
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/cultural-diversity/diversity-of-cultural-expressions/how-to-apply/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/cultural-diversity/diversity-of-cultural-expressions/how-to-apply/
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CLT/pdf/Conv2005_IFCD_Annotated_Guide_EN.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CLT/pdf/Conv2005_IFCD_Annotated_Guide_EN.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/index.php?lg=en&pg=00013
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6. Attach an official document demonstrating that your institution/ organization is a public 
authority or an NGO from a developing country that is a Party to the UNESCO 2005 
Convention. 

7. Attach any other relevant supporting documents and/or information that you may deem 
appropriate; 

8. Submit the complete Application Form, the document proving your status as Party or NGO 
and any supporting document both electronically and by post to the relevant National 
Commission for UNESCO or other designated official channel. 

 
International non-governmental organizations (INGOs): 

1. Download the INGOs Application Form on the IFCD website 
(http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/cultural-diversity/diversity-of-cultural-
expressions/how-to-apply/). If you experience difficulty downloading this file, please contact 
the UNESCO Secretariat; 

2. Consult the Annotated Guide to help you prepare a successful application: 
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CLT/pdf/Conv2005_IFCD_Annotate
d_Guide_EN.pdf  

3. Fill out the application either in English OR French, the two working languages of the IFCD; 
4. Sign and date the application; 
5. Attach relevant official documents demonstrating the international character of the 

organization through the following elements:  
• Statutes that specify that the NGO is international; 
• Document demonstrating that membership (both institutional and individual) is 

international; 
• Document proving that recent activities have been carried out in several countries 

around the world.  
6. Attach letters of support from governmental authorities from each of the beneficiary 

countries in the targeted sub-region/ region(s). 
7. Attach any other relevant supporting documents and/or information that you may deem 

appropriate; 
8. Submit the complete Application Form, the document proving your status as Party or NGO 

and any supporting document directly to the UNESCO Secretariat. 
 

Each INGO may submit a maximum of two applications that present project proposals with a 
demonstrated impact at the sub-regional, regional or inter-regional level. In the context of the 
IFCD funding process, regional refers to a group or cluster of countries, not a territory within a 
single country.  
 
 
DEADLINES 
 
Parties and NGOs are to consult their National Commissions for UNESCO for the submission 
deadline at the national level.  
 
The deadline for National Commissions for UNESCO to submit the pre-selected applications, 
supporting documents and National Commission Review Forms to the UNESCO Secretariat is 30 
June 2013, midnight CET.  
 
INGOs can send their applications directly to the UNESCO Secretariat by 30 June 2013, 
midnight CET. 
 
Funding requests received after this deadline will not be eligible for evaluation.  
 
 
 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/cultural-diversity/diversity-of-cultural-expressions/how-to-apply/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/cultural-diversity/diversity-of-cultural-expressions/how-to-apply/
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CLT/pdf/Conv2005_IFCD_Annotated_Guide_EN.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CLT/pdf/Conv2005_IFCD_Annotated_Guide_EN.pdf
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APPLICATION FORM ELEMENTS 
 
Requests for funding shall be made through an official Application Form that includes the 
following information:  

• Basic information, including title of the project, the name and contact information of the 
applicant that will hold financial and administrative responsibility for the implementation 
of the project;  

• About the applicant, including key staff members;  

• Contractors and Partnerships, including the role of the partners in the project; 

• About the project, including the length of the project, a brief summary of the project, 
local context and complementarity with other actions, objectives and sustainability; 

• Main activities and expected results, including the indicators and means of verification;  

• Activities implementation schedule; 

• A detailed budget, including a budget summary and a budget breakdown which 
indicates the amount of funding sought from the IFCD, as well as other sources of 
financing, such as self/co-financing, and non-financial contributions;  

• The status of completion of earlier and on-going funding requests from UNESCO and 
the IFCD; 

• A commitment to submit a report on the execution of the project and a check list. 
 

 
SELECTION PROCEDURE 

 
• Step 1: National Commissions shall disseminate the call for funding requests through their 

networks and set a national deadline for submissions. Applicants shall submit their applications 
to their respective National Commission or other official channels designated by the Parties.  
 

• Step 2: National Commissions shall undertake a first review to ensure that applications are 
relevant, meet the country’s needs and priorities, are deemed to be feasible, and have been 
subject to consultation among stakeholders. They shall then select a maximum of four funding 
requests (two maximum from public authorities and two maximum from NGOs) to be submitted 
to the UNESCO Secretariat, according to their review, using the National Commission for 
UNESCO Review Form.  
 

• Step 3: Upon receiving the preselected Application Forms, supporting documents and their 
corresponding National Commission for UNESCO Review Forms, the UNESCO Secretariat 
will perform a technical examination to ensure that the applications are complete, fall within the 
field of activity of the IFCD, and are therefore eligible. Following this technical examination, 
National Commissions will be informed by the UNESCO Secretariat whether the 
applications from their country have been retained for evaluation by the Panel of Experts or 
they have been deemed non-eligible. At this point, National Commissions will inform the 
applicants about the status of the applications.   
 
Only INGOs shall submit a maximum of two applications with written support from beneficiary 
countries directly to the UNESCO Secretariat, which will perform a technical examination to 
ensure that the applications are complete, fall within the field of activity of the IFCD, and are 
therefore eligible. The UNESCO Secretariat will inform INGOs applicants about the status of 
their applications. 
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• Step 4:  All eligible funding requests will be evaluated by an international panel of six experts 
from all regions, appointed by the Intergovernmental Committee in December 2009. Each 
application will be reviewed by two members of the Panel of Experts, based on the criteria 
established for the IFCD (please find them below). 
 

• Step 5: Final recommendations of the Panel of Experts will be communicated to the 
Intergovernmental Committee, which will make the final decision on those applications to 
receive funding from the IFCD during its ordinary session at the end of 2013. As decided by the 
Intergovernmental Committee at its fourth ordinary session in December 2010, only one project 
can be retained by the Committee per beneficiary (Party, NGO, INGO). 
 

 
EVALUATION CRITERIA  
 
Applications for funding requests to the IFCD will be evaluated on the basis of criteria established by 
the Intergovernmental Committee and the Conference of Parties on the use of resources of the IFCD.  
In particular, how the funding request:  

• addresses the objectives and priorities of the 2005 Convention and the IFCD;  

• meets the needs and priorities of the country where the project will be implemented and it is 
deemed to be feasible and relevant; 

• contributes to achieving concrete, measurable and realistic results; 

• has a potential structural impact leading to the emergence of a dynamic cultural sector and on 
the promotion of South-South and North-South-South cooperation; 

• ensures that the project’s long-term objectives can be met; 

• satisfies the principle of financial accountability.  

 

Furthermore, the Panel of Experts will evaluate the beneficiaries’ capacity to implement the work plan 
and manage the budget – ensuring a) minimum overhead costs; b) that the requested funds are to be 
spent principally on project activities; and c) that the resources are not spread too thinly or are used to 
support sporadic activities. The skills and competences of key people involved in the implementation of 
the proposed activities, as well as the involvement of stakeholders in the design and implementation of 
the project will also be evaluated.  
 
Additional financial assistance, either in the form of self or co-funding, is highly advisable as a means 
to engage more partners in the process and to contribute to the smooth implementation and 
sustainability of the project. Furthermore, projects are strongly encouraged to include dimensions that 
contribute to the promotion of gender equality and youth. 
 
 
SUCCESSFUL FUNDING REQUESTS 
 
Successful projects will be notified in December 2013. Formal contracts will be issued in March 
2014. Work plans and budgets are to be designed with this timeframe in mind.  
 
1. Project reporting  
Beneficiaries shall submit mandatory descriptive, analytical and financial mid-term and final reports 
on the execution of the project and the realisation of expected results.  
 
Reports must be submitted to the Secretariat in order for payments to be processed. No funding 
for new projects will be allocated to applicants who have not submitted these reports.  
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2. Financial resources 

Successful projects will receive their allocations in several installments. If approved for IFCD 
funding, beneficiaries will most probably receive 50% of the total amount approved in the 
beginning of the project, another 30% mid-way through the project and the remaining 20% once all 
activities have been completed and the final reports are submitted. 
3. Ex-post evaluation  
All projects that have received support from the IFCD may be subject to an ex-post evaluation with 
regard to efficiency and the achievement of objectives relative to the resources spent.  
 
Ex-post evaluation of funded projects should present lessons learned, as well as the impact of 
these projects on the development of policies for culture. The evaluation is to demonstrate how 
experiences gained could benefit other projects, with a view to compiling a knowledge base of 
best practices.  
 
 
CONTACT & INFORMATION 
 
For further information on the submission deadline at the national level, please contact your 
National Commission for UNESCO. Contact information is available at: 
http://www.unesco.org/ncp/index.php?lc=E&region=1&module=national_commissions&showall=1 
 
For further information on the IFCD application procedure, please consult the Frequently Asked 
Questions (FAQ) section at: http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/cultural-
diversity/diversity-of-cultural-expressions/faq-on-the-fund/  
 
Specific inquiries on the application process can be sent to:  
ifcd.convention2005@unesco.org  
 
 

http://www.unesco.org/ncp/index.php?lc=E&region=1&module=national_commissions&showall=1
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/cultural-diversity/diversity-of-cultural-expressions/faq-on-the-fund/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/cultural-diversity/diversity-of-cultural-expressions/faq-on-the-fund/
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